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Confrontation between a voiceless sound and voiced sound, 

aspirated sound and non-aspirated sound 
About the pronunciation of Chinese and Japanese  

 

Yihong Zhu (Shinshu Junior College) 
 

Abstract: What is emphasized in pronunciating words in Chinese is different from that in Japanese. 
Chinese emphasizes the contrast between aspirated sounds and unaspirated ones, while Japanese emphasized the contrast 
between voiced sounds and unvoiced sounds. 
To understand such different and to have a clear grasp of the differences as well as the common features of the 
pronunciation in both languages are most important in learning Chinese. 
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sakasa watashi
(sagasa) (wadashi)

(dantai) (tandai) tantai
dandai  

pianyi
jintian bianyi , jindian
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g—ng—k z—s j—sh d—t dz—ts

b—p-h—f—w n m r

r—sh y-x
 

m,n,ng
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(bian) (pian) (da) (ta)
(bian) (da)

(pian) (ta)

pian bian tian dian
ta da

 
(watashi , sakasa
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Watashi sakasa
t k

d g da
(ga)
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