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Effects of picture books created by care work students
—Changes in images of caregiving in senior high school students—

Hidemi Nemoto (Shinshu Junior College)

Abstract: The purpose of the study was to clarify the effects of picture books created by care work students on the images of
caregiving in senior high school students. The picture books were created based on the care work students’ experience of care
practice, with an aim to assist the high school students to understand caregiving.

The subjects were 118 senior high school students. The changes in images of caregiving after the picture book experience were
analyzed employing a semantic differential method.

The results showed that the picture books were effective in improving the images of caregiving, thereby generating an interest in
caregiving. The images associated with caregiving consisted of negative (i.e. ‘demanding’ ) and positive (i.e. ‘compassionate and
kind" and ‘challenging and rewarding ) ones.

In response to the aging society where everyone would be involved in caregiving in the future, an early exposure to the preparatory
education of caregiving at junior and senior high school levels is necessary. Picture book experience may serve as one of such
educational methods.

Keywords: images of caregiving, picture books, senior high school students, care work students, Semantic Differential Method
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